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ROB ALLEN
PHOTOGRAPHER

Rob is an enthusiastic and passionate advocate of shark conservation. A former British army
officer, he has spent the last eight years diving the world’s best shark sites honing his under-
water photography skills both on SCUBA (rebreather and open circuit) and freediving. Rob is
founder of Shark Safaris, a not-for-profit global shark diving expedition organizer, and also a
director of the Shark Conservation Society.

NICK BALL
WILDLIFE DOCUMENTARY CAMERAPERSON

Nick is an experienced wildlife documentary cameraperson with a strong interest in conser-
vation. Before studying for his degree in zoology, Nick volunteered for a sea turtle conserva-
tion society and rehabilitated oiled and injured African penguins back to health. Nick is an
African wildlife specialist and has visited Africa every year since he was 15 years old, whether
for pleasure, filming or studying. He has a MSc in African mammalogy and researched the
threatened brown hyena. Nick now films high-profile documentaries for BBC, National
Geographic, Animal Planet, Discovery and more.

SHANNON BENSON
PHOTOGRAPHER

Shannon Benson, aka Shannon Wild, is an Australian wildlife photographer, author and pre-
senter based in South Africa. She has a weekly series on AnimalBytesTV and has been involved
in various conservation projects over the years including shooting two charity calendars
for Devil Ark called the Australian Girls of Herpetology. Shannon has authored three books:
“Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon,” “Pet Photography How-To” and “Wildlife
Photography How-To.”
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NIALL BENVIE

PHOTOGRAPHER

Niall has worked as a professional outdoor photographer and writer since graduating from
Dundee University (Geog., Hons.) in 1993 after an earlier career as a fruit farmer. His special
interest is in the nature / culture dynamic, although his writing covers topics as diverse as
digital imaging and peat extraction issues in the Baltic states, eco-tourism and image critique.
Author and illustrator of three internationally published books, he is also a founding fellow of
the International League of Conservation Photographers.

BRANDON COLE

PHOTOGRAPHER

Brandon Cole is a wildlife photographer and writer specializing in the marine environment.
His award-winning imagery from around the world includes one of the top cetacean files with
over 20 species of whales and dolphins represented; extensive coverage of other marine
mammals; sharks, fishes and invertebrates from tropical coral reefs to cold water kelp forests;
scuba diving; and many other marine subjects. Cole lives in land-locked Spokane, WA with his
artist wife Melissa.

VERN EVANS

PHOTOGRAPHER

Vern began his photographic career in Texas shooting music while in high school, and current-
ly lives in Los Angeles. His work is all about the process, the need to understand and find the
realness and soul of a project. Vern has had the opportunity to work with some extraordinary
people and travel to some amazing places. The beauty of what he does is being able to work
with a wide assortment of clients from the corporate, travel and entertainment worlds. He is
“always looking for that next magical moment.”

SHAWN HEINRICHS

PHOTOGRAPHER

Shawn is a passionate photographer, cinematographer, and marine conservationist. He has
worked with leading journalists and film teams including CNN’s Anderson Cooper, Yann Arthus
Bertrand, and National Geographic, as well as delivered projects for many of the top marine
conservation organizations including WildAid, Shark Savers, Conservation International, The
Nature Conservancy, and Pew Environment Group. His award-winning work has been featured
with National Geographic, BBC, New York Times, Huffington Post, Washington Post, WIRED,
and numerous other print and online publications.
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PAUL HILTON

PHOTOGRAPHER

Paul is a Hong Kong-based photojournalist, who focuses on global environmental and conser-
vation issues. He followed the manta ray trade across the world and set up the Manta Ray of
Hope project in partnership with WildAid and Manta Trust. Paul has received numerous
awards for his conservation photography, including awards in the Asian Geographic Best of
the Decade series, for conservation photography and photojournalism. He also won the Ark
Trust Award for exposing bear bile farming in China, for Animals Asia Foundation. In 2009,
Paul became a member of the prestigious International League of Conservation Photographers,
and in 2010 launched his first book “Man & Shark” highlighting the global shark finning indus-
try. In 2012, he won a World Press Photo award for his body of work on the shark fin issue and
his image, “End of Sharks,” and was awarded wildlife photographer of the year.

KIKI KARPUS

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Kiki Karpus is an art director/graphic designer who hails from Michigan. She enjoys hiking,
travel and home-brewing beer.

RUSSELL MACLAUGHLIN

PHOTOGRAPHER

Russell is wildlife filmmaker and photographer by profession, a wildlife conservationist and
naturalist at heart. He has an extensive knowledge and passion for African fauna and flora.
Over the years, Russell has filmed numerous documentaries for National Geographic and
Animal Planet among other channels, and his award winning images have graced the covers
and pages of numerous international publications.
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JOEL SARTORE

PHOTOGRAPHER

A journalism graduate from the University of Nebraska, Joel started his photographic career
at The Wichita Eagle, and by the early nineties he had been recruited by National
Geographic. Joel’s work has also appeared in Audubon, Life, Newsweek, Sports lllustrated,
Time and numerous book projects including the Day in the Life series. Joel and his work have
been the subject of an hour-long PBS documentary entitled “At Close Range,” as well as many
other national broadcasts including National Geographic’s Explorer and the CBS Sunday
Morning Show. He has been recognized for his work by the National Press Photographers
Association, the Inland Daily Press Association, and the Pictures of the Year International
contest. Joel’s latest book, published by National Geographic, “Rare: Portraits of America’s
Endangered Species,” features portraits of some of the country’s most endangered creatures,
from polar bears to whooping cranes.

CHRIS SCHMID

PHOTOGRAPHER

Chris Schmid is an award-winning, Swiss-based photographer. He is a self-taught photogra-
pher and visual storyteller. He believes hard work, persistence and little else will get a pho-
tographer where he or she wants to go. The last couple of years his work has been more and
more recognized giving him the opportunity to win some of the most prestigious awards
around the world. Chris Schmid is an official Sony Global Imaging ambassador. Through the
program, Sony works in close partnership with photographers diverse in both style and geo-
graphical location.

DOUG STEAKLEY

PHOTOGRAPHER

Douglas Steakley is a widely-recognized photographer from Carmel Valley, California. His pho-
tographs have received awards in many photography competitions including those sponsored
by National Geographic, National Geographic Traveler, Petersen’s Photographic magazine and
the US National Park Service. His images have been published in many local, national and
international magazines including Architectural Digest, Backpacker, Outside, Better Homes
and Gardens, Art And Antiques, Private Pilot, Luxury Living, The Robb Report, Town and
Country, Runner’s World and Elite Traveler.
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